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Homeless Plan

The 2001 reauthorization of the McKinney-Vento Assistance Act ensured the educational right and protections of homeless children and youth so that they enroll in school, attend regularly, and succeed in educational opportunities.  The term “homeless children and youth” is defined as a child who:

a. lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.

b. who are sharing the housing of other persons due to the loss of housing, economic 

hardships; or similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, camping grounds due to the lack of alternative accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster placement;

c. including a child or youth who is living in cars, tents, or abandoned buildings or 

some other form of shelter not defined as a permanent home;

d. who is living in a community shelter facility

e. who is living with non-nuclear family members or with friends.

Homeless children and youth are often undetected.  The school district will conduct training sessions with the appropriate personnel to inform them of methods of identifying homeless children without using stigmatizing terminology.  The district will use the system’s current residence questionnaire to facilitate identity of homeless children and youth and preschoolers.  The parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth will complete the residency questionnaire at the time of registration.  The school counselor may provide assistance to the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth in answering the questionnaire if necessary. 
A copy of the residency questionnaire will be maintained in a file separate from the student’s permanent record and housed in the counselor’s office for auditing during the year.

The school shall enroll a homeless child even if the child is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment.  The school shall immediately contact the last school attended to obtain relevant academic and other records.  If the child needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the child’s parent or guardian to the district homeless liaison for assistance.
The district may not segregate homeless children.  The district shall make the choice regarding placement without regard to whether the child lives with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed elsewhere.  All homeless students shall be provided with services that are comparable to services offered to other students in the school in which the child is enrolled.
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Thomasville City Schools

Division of Federal and Special Programs

Dispute Resolution Policy Regarding the

 Enrollment of Homeless Children & Youth
     The Thomasville City School System will make school placement decisions in the best interest of the homeless child or youth.  Students will continue in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness when a family becomes homeless between academic years or during an academic year or for the remainder of the year if the child or youth becomes permanently housed during the academic year.

     If the school enrollment decision is contrary to the wishes of the child or youth’s parent/guardian, the school will provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of the decision, a statement of right to appeal and procedure for appealing the placement decision.

     When a dispute arises regarding school placement, the system will not enroll the child pending resolution of the dispute.  If the dispute cannot be settled by the Central Office, the system will assist the complainant in seeking technical assistance from an appropriate agency.
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Thomasville City Schools
750 Gates Drive

Thomasville, AL 36784

334-636-0063
Homeless Plan Attestation
       I acknowledge and approve of the proceeding “Homeless Plan” for Thomasville City Schools on this ______  day of September, 2009.

________________________________        ________________________

Vic Noel Adkison                                             Date
